
 

       

 Youth Tour Guidance 
 
1. The club has an enviable reputation for organising tours for mini and junior players and each age group is 
encouraged to organise an annual tour as a way of encouraging the players and parents to get to know each 
together and experience the joys of touring. 
 
2. In mini rugby, it is the club’s preference to organise tours that span a number of age groups. This has the 
benefits of parents and children getting to know parents outside their age group and helps reduce the cost. 
3. Dorking RFC is a family club, and tours should encourage family members to join the tour to support 
their child, and to look after their welfare whilst on tour. 
 
4. Unaccompanied children are allowed but the parent or legal guardian must nominate a guardian for the 
child for the duration of the tour and the guardian must take responsibility for the welfare of the child for 
the duration of the tour. The guardian will not normally be the tour organiser or age group coach (both of 
whom have their hands full). 
 
5. Each age group going on tour should appoint a person to be responsible for organising the tour at that 
age group, or for liaising with the tour organiser if a number of age groups are going together. 
 
6. Every tour must be self-funding, and organisers should budget to cover the cost of the tour in full, plus a 
provision for emergencies, or to provide limited free places to members who otherwise would not be able 
to tour. It is also traditional to present club pennants, ties or shirts to the teams we play on tour, and again 
this should be budgeted into the costs. 
 
7.  For Kids First Tours only:  Incoming funds for the tour should be payable to Dorking RFC and 
channelled through the club Treasurer. Tour organisers are responsible for keeping a track of their “tour 
account” with the Treasurer. The Treasurer will make payments on behalf of the touring group. Junior Age 
Group Tours will have to bank monies themselves.  
 
8. The club can loan monies for a deposit, or pay balances if necessary, only after the Treasurer has seen 
and approved the financial plan for the tour and is assured that the monies will be repaid in full and the tour 
will be self-funding. Tour organisers should liaise with the club Treasurer over their plans as soon as they 
are known. 
 
9. The choice of location for a tour (and therefore the cost) should be made with a mind to being as 
inclusive as possible to all members of the club, regardless of their financial means. 
 
10. Sponsorship is of course welcome. If age groups organise fundraising within the club on behalf of their 
own tour, the fact that the contributions are for a specific age group fund must be made clear to anyone 
contributing. 
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 11. Overseas tours (Including Wales, Scotland & Ireland) must be approved in advance by the RFU.  Please 
complete  Outgoing Tour Form  and email to  youthrugby@dorkingrfc.com  who will forward on to Surrey for 
approval. Permission may also be required by the host country’s rugby governing body – organisers should 
check before proceeding. 
 
12. Full travel and sports injury insurance must be provided for all players, and travel insurance for all 
parents/coaches. If any other activities are organised (such as kayaking, climbing etc), the organisers must 
ensure that adequate insurance is in place. 
 
13. The parent or legal guardian of every player on tour should complete a Consent Form prior to 
departure. This form gives consent for medical treatment to be administered if necessary. The organisers 
should also ensure they are aware of any medical issues of tourists, such as regular medication taken, 
asthma, etc. 
 
14. Organisers are responsible for organising suitable fixtures, with the primary objective of safety. Some 
countries age group rules differ from the RFU’s, and every effort should be made to ensure that players are 
not put at risk by playing against opposition who are outside of their age group. If on arrival, tour organisers 
find that playing the opposition would put the children’s safety at risk, the game should not go ahead. 
 
15. Organisers are responsible for ensuring the accommodation is suitable and safe for children. The club 
would encourage organisers to inspect facilities before the tour to assess their suitability. The cost of this 
should be built into the tour budget. 
 
16. A wealth of experience exists in the club of members who have organised tours, both on a 
“self-service” basis and by using travel agents. Members organising tours are encouraged to talk to their 
colleagues in older age groups, who have organised tours in the past. If tours are organised on a self-service 
basis, consideration should be given to what happens if the coach company, airline or other provider goes 
bust or is unable to fulfil its contract – in other words, how will members get their money back. 
 
17. The primary responsibility of the club in organising a tour is the safety of the players, both on and off 
the pitch, and sporting and non-sporting activities must be organised with safety in mind. 
 
18. Surrey RFU includes the following statement in their approvals for tours, which is worth repeating “May 
I remind you as Tour Manager you are personally responsible for the good behaviour of the party both on 
and off the pitch. Unfortunately, what used to be described as high spirits when applied to rugby tours is 
today often included in the category of hooliganism. I am certain however that you will ensure that the 
good name of Dorking RFC and the Rugby Football Union is upheld by members of your party”. 
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